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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

Voting age at 16, shadow youth ministers and youth parliaments: in light of
pressing demands for increased active citizenship from the youth of Europe, how
should European governments react to the growing calls for wider participation?

Submitted by:  Hans Rognlien (Berg vgs), Sara Lothe (Hartvig Nissen), Peder J¢sendal (Knarvik
vgs), Marius Bergvik Aure (Kongshakken vgs), Gina Sending Salvesen (Kongsberg
vgs), Kenan Novic (Kristiansand Katedralskole Gimle), Stian Fr¢sland Arnesen
(Mandal vgs), Tonje Bellingmo Onsgien (Melhus vgs), Ida Klippenv@ (Narvik vgs),
Maria Kvamme (Olsvik@®en vgs), Kristin Bringedal (St. Olav vgs), Andrea Hansen
Myrslo (Steinkjer vgs), Athene Kn¥Yfer (Gymnasium Fridericianum), Ove K.
Wangensteen (Chairperson, NO), Anu Kiviry¥t (Chairperson, EE)

The European Youth Parliament,

A. Taking into account the fundamental importance of political participation in representative
democracies and noting with regret that youth are not fully represented in today@ European
governments,

B. Recognising that the percentage of elderly people and the importance of active young votersin
Europe are increasing simultaneously,

C. Emphasising the fundamental democratic principle that the political opinions of young people are
equally important as those of therest of the population,

D. Observing that in most European countries 16-year-olds are not eligible to vote, and even though
there are alternative options regarding political influence and participation, some of these youth
organisations have merely symbolic power,

E. Acknowledging the existence of demonstrations and concrete actions across Europe regarding the
lowering of the eligible voting age,

F. Alarmed by the significantly worse turnout among young el ectors, aged 18-25, than among older
electorsin Europe,

G. Noting with deep concern the lack of knowledge and general interest in politics among young
people,

1. Cdlsfor afocus on communication between generations concerning political matters;

2. Urgestheinclusion of political education covering subjects such as social and moral
responsibility, community involvement and political literacy in the mandatory curriculum and
expresses the need for well educated and objective teachers;

3. Further recommends that the minimum voting age remains the same until the political education
has shown results and political participation of young people has increased;

4. Hasresolved to introduce youth parliaments, shadow youth ministers and youth councils in
countries where these do not exist and to increase their influence in those countries where their
power is symbolic;



Further calls for mock elections and trainee programmes that include close contact with
politicians to deepen young people@ comprehension of political affairs;

Reqguests the creation of a pan-European association providing neutral, balanced and useful
information regarding every possibility of political interaction, hence promoting active
citizenship;

Expresses its hope that European governments will finance the proposed programmes.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY
THE COMMITTEE ON SECURITY AND DEFENCE

“Winning hearts and minds?” What measures should Europe take to prevent
violent extremism and what role can intercultural dialogue play in reducing the
threat in Europe and beyond?

Submitted by:  Haakon Resaland (Berg vgs), Thale Eskeland Brekke (Bj¢rgvin vgs), Frida
Holmstr¢gm (Hartvig Nissen) Jasmin Rachou (Kristelig gymnasium) Sissil Andersen
(Kristiansand Katedralskole Gimle), Kjetil Borgenvik (Mandal vgs) , Simen Rinde
(Nesbru vgs), SeniaHagen (Olsvik@en vgs), Elisabeth Stenseth (Oslo katedral skole),
Heidi Hillier (St. Olav vgs), Maria Thorseth Eriksen (Strinda vgs), Lina Rehmert
(Gymnasium Fridericianum), Maria GSthner (Chairperson, NO), Dominik Drasnar
IChairperson, CZ)

The European Youth Parliament,

Defining extremism as aradical interpretation of ideology or religion,

B. Further defining intercultural dialogue as an interaction and cooperation between different
cultures,

C. Noting with deep concern that the alienation of ethnic minorities in Europe contributes to the lack
of respect and understanding between cultures and is a result of:

i) lack of integration,

ii)  pregudice, racism and discrimination,

iii) unfavourable media coverage,

Fully aware that terrorist activities are often being financed through organised crime,

E. Deeply disturbed that ongoing recruitment to terrorist organisations is apressing issue both in
Europe and worldwide,

F. Convinced that security standards can be upheld without violating individual rights and freedoms,

G. Believing the best protection against acts of terrorism is to prevent them,

1. Considers education to be the best way of achieving mutual understanding and respect through:
a) culture and religion classes in schools and universties,
b) exchange programmes and guest speaker visits,
c) cultural events and festivals promoting diversity for genera public,

d) mediacampaigns featuring former extremists and well-integrated persons of different ethnic
origins,

€) obligatory language courses for immigrants;

2. Endorses cooperation within the framework of organisations such as Interpol to shut down the
illegal sources of income of terrorist organisations;

3. Recommends that subsidies be given to local farmersin order to prevent poppy cultivation to help
in the fight against organised crime worldwide;



Encourages classroom sessions and psychological de-programming for former extremists;

Supports de-radicalisation by employing former extremists to re-educate militants and to prevent
further recruitment of potential extremists;

Calls upon Europe to act as a neutral mediator and promoter of peace and democracy worldwide;

Recommends creating jobs by improving infrastructure, such as communications and schools,
through subsidies given by European countries;

Expresses its appreciation for the EUPOL programme;

Encourages the exchange of best practice in the fields of education, integration of people of
different ethnic origins and in the judicial system.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY
THE COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY, RESEARCH AND ENERGY

Carbon storage: investing for the future? What technological solutions should
the European governments invest in to reduce the release of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere?

Submitted by:  Mathilde Herheim B¢ @ (Berg vgs), Julie Christine Riska (Bj¢rgvin vgs), Mari Syrrist
(Drammen vgs), Margit Abel Grape (Kongshakken vgs), Jannike A. S. Arnesen
(Kristiansand Katedralskole Gimle), H&ard Hemmingsen Johansen (Kval syavgs),
Made Ziius (Levanger vgs), Tord Olsen (Narvik vgs), Hege Str¢mmen (Olsvik@en
vgs), Katharina Lindbak (Oslo katedralskole), Jaspreet Kaur Bimra (Sandnes vgs),
Frida Flatmo (Steinkjer vgs), Julius Kleindienst (Gymnasium Fridericianum) , Ingrid
Saarheim (Chairperson, NO), Richard Hedlund (Chairperson, SE),

The European Youth Parliament,

Noting with deep concern the high and increasing level of carbon dioxide (CO,) in the atmosphere,

B. Deeply convinced that the EU will achieve their 2020 goals of a20-30 % reduction in CO,
emissions,

C. Emphasising the need for further knowledge of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) which will
come from being at the forefront of research,

Fully aware of the potential issues regarding CCS sites,

E. Taking into consideration the different conditions and resources across countries in relation to their
production of renewable energy,

1. Callsupon European governmentsto set a goal of reducing CO, emissions by 50% to 80% by
2050, whilst keeping the existing 2020 goals;

2. Further calls upon European governments to establish themselves as pioneers of technology for
renewable energy by investing in research into, but not limited to:

a) solar power,
b)  wind power,
c) hydro power;

3. Recommends the underground storage of CO,, and urges governments to take alead role in the
use of CCS;

4.  Trusts Europe® governments to implement regulations and provide direction regarding the
availability and safety of carbon storage sites;

5. Recommends that the knowledge and experience gained from CCS in Europe is used to help
implement this process in developing countries;

6. Urges EU member states to invest in post-combustion technology in existing power stations;
7. Calsfor increased investment in researching pre-combustion and oxy-fuel technology;

8.  Encourages continued research into nuclear fusion as an aternative energy source of the future;



9. Recommends and encourages the use of alternative fuels for motor vehicles.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY
THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

The stakes of a comprehensive reform of the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP): how could recent reforms ensure food security for all, combat
North/South inequalities and contribute to the establishment of a more
responsible and sustainable European agriculture?

Submitted by:  Ammal Ahmed Haj Mohamed (Berg vgs), Andrea Holvik Thorson (Bj¢rgvin vgs),

Sille N¥sheim (Drammen vgs), Sesilie Bj¢rdal (Hafstad vgs), Kathrine N. Hald
(Kristiansand Katedralskole Gimle), ~ yvind Knapstad Johnsen (Kval¢yavgs), Tonje
Strugstad (L evanger vgs), Endre Elvestad (Lillehammer vgs), Kabir Amrik Singh
Ahluwalia (Olsvik@®en vgs), Marie Skyberg Borgen (Oslo katedralskole), Karl Even
Selvig (Sandnes vgs), Guro Tj¢rhom Myrvang (Sogndal vgs), Audun Rommetveit
Celius (Chairperson, NO), Sonja PYrckhauer (Chairperson, DE)

The European Youth Parliament,

A.

Believing sustainable agriculture to be important and essential for the preservation of the
environment,

Being aware of the recent reforms of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and conscious of the
need for further changes,

Welcoming the 2004 CAP Reforms under which the new EU member statesCsubsidies were to be
phased in until they reach parity with the old EU member statesOsubsidiesin 2013,

Defining food security as access to healthy and nutritious food for everyone at all times,

Understanding North-South inequalities to be differences between industrialised and developing
countries,

Convinced that developing countries should have better conditions for trade and be actors with
equa statusin the global market,

Recognising the potential of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), while aware of the danger
they pose to humans and the environment,

Recommends the promotion of ecological agriculture;

Callsfor increased education of farmers in developing countries and in the EU, in effective and
environmentally-friendly agricultural techniques;

Callsfor increased use of micro-credit loans to support small businesses in developing countries;
Further requests higher CAP subsidies for farmers wanting to produce ecological food,;

Proposes increased access for developing countries to the global market while at the sametime
allowing protection of their domestic markets;

Emphasises the need for local refinement of agricultural raw materials in developing countries;
Requires strong regulation of GMOs with:
a) control and testing of new GMOs,



b) regular oversight of GMOs already on the market,

c) extensive research on GMOs in order to make them safer.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
DEVELOPMENT 1

How best can the EU's development strategy find a balance between economic
growth in Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo and the

safeguarding of their natural resources?

Submitted by: EmmaMosele (Bj¢rgvin vgs), Brage V. Bull-Hansen (Drammen vgs), Kenny Hoti

(Hafstad vgs), Helga Gr¢nlund Hodne (Knarvik vgs), Sondre Gudmundsen Lea
(Kongsberg vgs), Hauk Morten Lykke Joakimsen (Kval¢yavgs), Joakim Bye
(Levanger vgs), Elin Stampel ¢ kken (Lillehammer vgs), Mia Gorset (Melhus vgs),
Natalie M. Dyvesether (Oslo katedralskole), Ann Mari Versland Todnem (Sandnes
vgs), Turid Hunshamar ~ ygarden (Sogndal vgs), Bettina Scholze (Gymnasium
Fridericianum), Magnus Skjelmo Kristiansen (Chairperson, NO), Liv Tone SS/strsm
(Chairperson, SE),

The European Youth Parliament,

mmo o0

Considering Burundi, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) as asingle region,
Convinced of the need for natural resources to develop a sustainable economy, such as:

i) mineras,

i) petroleum,

iii) fertileland suitable for agriculture,

Taking into account that lack of education is an obstacle to development,

Aware that corruption can lead to areduction in the potential benefits of resources and aid,
Deeply concerned that EU trade barriers exclude imports from the region,

Noting with regret that foreign investment is hindered by:

i)  political instability,

i) conflict,

iii) inflation,

iv) ethnic tension,

Deeply concerned about the negative effects that national debt and interest have on economic
growth,

Recommends the use of natural resources for economic growth, while protecting the unique
ecosystem;

Callsfor improved education in order to establish alternative industries and thus reduce
dependence on natural resources;

Encourages the use of renewable energy in the region, as well as the development of such
technology locally;

Expresses its hope for reduced EU trade barriers, thus enabling more integration of African
economies into the European market;



10.

Strongly recommends the diversification of production in order to stabilise the economies of the
region;

Reqguests awareness campaigns to highlight the problem of corruption;
Approves of the use of micro credits to stimulate the economy from the bottom up;

Calls upon the EU and the EEA to reduce the national debt and freeze the interest payments of
Rwanda, Burundi and the DRC;

Endorses the creation of an EU fund for NGO development programmes;

Encourages the EU to consider the opinions and needs of the countries involved when planning
the development of projects.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
ECONOMIC AND MONETARY AFFAIRS

Safeguarding financial stability or supporting economic growth? With
increasing risks of a global economic downturn: what steps should European
governments and central banks take to prepare the European economy for
challenging times ahead?

Submitted by:  Yen Thao Vo (Drammen vgs), Kristoffer Gryte (Hafstad vgs), Markus Weisser
(Hartvig Nissen), Olav S¢vik Eken (Kristelig gymnasium), Julia Bosnes T¢nne
(Levanger vgs), Vetle ™ ye Opheim (Lillehammer vgs), Anne Sandaa Johansen
(Mandal vgs), Magnus Eriksson (Nesbru vgs), Eli Karine Vik (Sandnesvgs), Henrik
Johannessen Selv@ (Sogndal vgs), Thomas ™ vestad (St. Olav vgs), Marthe Leistad
Evensen (Strindavgs), Cornelius KrYger (Gymnasium Fridericianum), Martin Flat,
(Chairperson, NO), Ingrid Pechinger (Chairperson, AT)

The European Youth Parliament,

A. Alarmed by the rising unemployment rate in Europe, which leads to:
i)  decreasing consumption, which further reduces employment,
ii)  increasing government expenditure to social security,
iii) increasing risk of civil unrest,
iv) decreasing income from taxation,

B. Deeply concerned by the impact that high risk loans have had on the European and global
economies,

C. Viewing with appreciation the mutual efforts towards co-operation between governments and
banksin Europe,

D. Recognising the continued risk of speculative bubbles building up during times of low interest
rates,

E. Bearing in mind that unrestricted market forces were a considerable factor leading to the global
recession,

F. Troubled by the trade barriers between the EU and therest of the world,

G. Deeply disturbed by the growing debts that are being accumulated by European governments, and
the long-term risk this poses for the citizens of Europe, especially in the event of afuture
recession,

1. Cadllsupon European governments to boost employment by investing in infrastructure and
stimulating private businesses of al sizes;

2. Further recommends that such investments are made with the climate crisisin mind, for example
by prioritising the development of new technology;

Emphasises the importance of stabilising the banking system in Europe;

4. Callsfor the evaluation of bank customers to be enforced by law and that loans to successful
entrepreneurs are increased in phases to manage risk;



10.

11.

12.

Requests that part of the recovery packages are earmarked to secure small business loans from the
banks;

Firmly believes that reducing the risk in loanswill generate trust between banks, leading to lower
inter-bank interest rates;

Endorses the expansion of the Customer Credibility Database to cover all of Europe;

Supports the set-up of a committee to evaluate whether the involvement of the European Systemic
Risk Council in the prediction of economic downturnswould be beneficial;

Invites the EU Trade Commissioner to set up a committee to evaluate areduction of tariffs
between the EEA and the rest of the world, especially taking the needs of developing countries
into consideration;

Encourages the nations of Europe to co-operate on plans to achieve financial and fiscal stability as
afoundation for sustainable economic growth, though allowing for individual adaptation to
national circumstances,

Urges national central banks and the European Central Bank to give increased attention to the
possible formation of speculative bubbles when setting interest rates;

Strongly recommends the EU to set up acommon insurance fund for banks, funded by premiums
paid by banks, to ensure the self-sufficiency of European banks in rescuing future bankruptciesin
the sector.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
CULTURE AND EDUCATION

“Many faces, different spaces”. In an EU of freedom of movement and

continuing external immigration, is it possible to find a compromise between

multi-culturalism and assimilation to realise a Europe united in diversity?

Submitted by:  Eli Gard Endal (Hafstad vgs), Sandra Hasselquist Borge (Knarvik vgs), Brynjar Skog

Astrup (Kongsbakken vgs), Mattis Mdbakken (Kongsberg vgs), Karoline Follo
(Kristelig gymnasium), Sofie Selvaag (Lillehammer vgs), |da Haugen (Melhus vgs),
Maria Abdli (Narvik vgs), Maria Zaikova (Nesbru vgs), Eva-Marie H¢yheim Feten
(Sogndal vgs), HGon Lindberg (Steinkjer vgs), Guro Flaar¢nning (Strinda vgs),
Daniel Frey (Gymnasium Fridericianum) Victoria Wilkinson (Chairperson, NO),
Hannes Ingwersen (Chairperson DE)

The European Youth Parliament,

w

Bearing in mind that Europe incorporates awide diversity of cultures amongst its citizens,
Aware of the increasing importance of successful integration policies due to globalisation,

Seeking further integration and unification within Europe while preserving the varieties of
different cultures,

Deeply concerned about immigrants and original inhabitants not being aware of each othersO
values and culture,

Deeply convinced of the importance of adequate education in order to avoid social and economic
segregation and to achieve an active political participation of all members of society,

Fully aware of the need of immigrants to have the same opportunities in European labour markets
as the native population,

Observing a great waste of human resources caused by restrictive immigration policies preventing
highly skilled and educated immigrants from appropriate employment in Europe,

Convinced of the necessity to hinder illegal immigration in order to prevent issues such as drug
smuggling, trafficking, and labour exploitation,

Welcoming the prospect of creating mutual understanding and a common set of rules and values,
based on human rights, through cultural education,

Expressing its appreciation for international co-operation and communication,

Affirming the need for anti-racist and anti-discriminative legidation,

Urges Europe@ political leaders to:
a) make an effort to promote intercultural dialogue by holding meetings with immigrants,
b) tackle racism, discrimination and marginalisation more efficiently;

Callsfor lectures fostering cultural understanding to be introduced in schools, kindergartens, and
workplaces,

Recommends kindergartens to be mandatory with full or partial financial support available;



10.

11.

Reqguests an increase of funding for international partner school initiatives and exchange
programmes in order to promote transnational relations;

Supports the implementation of citizenship tests for immigrants, including basic knowledge of
culture, history, law, and languages;

Urges for the establishment of a mandatory course in language and cultural understanding for
immigrants;

Reqguests a mentorship programme for immigrants to be created, introducing them to their new
society;

Supportsimmigrants to attain representation in the community by working in public services, e.g.
for the police, as teachers or as socia workers;

Further recommends an increase in funding of a strict external border control to prevent illegal
immigration and trafficking;

Encourages the mediato follow their Code of Conduct strictly in order to avoid cultural
misunderstandings;

Expresses its hope that OThe Variety DayOis celebrated all over Europe.
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
DEVELOPMENT I1

The EU-Africa Partnership in light of China's growing influence in Africa: how
should the EU position itself to support Africa's efforts to achieve sustainable
and equitable development?

Submitted by:  Marie Aakrann (Hartvig Nissen), Malin Victoria R¢dberg Daae (Knarvik vgs),
Kristian St¢back Wilhelmsen (Kongsbhakken vgs), Harald F@etbru Kildal (Kongsberg
vgs), Taran Gulden (Kristelig gymnasium), Eirill H¢yland S¢dal (Mandal vgs),
Martin Hagen (Melhus vgs), Ole Bolle (Narvik vgs), Elise Tengs (Nesbru vgs), Ellen
Emilie Henriksen (St. Olav vgs), Vilde Sakshaug Hoseth (Steinkjer vgs), Olav Sondre
Skorge Aartun (Strindavgs), Julius ThYrmer (Gymnasium Fridericianum), Inger
Brunvatne Thommessen (Chairperson, NO), Shamal Ratnayaka (Chairperson, UK)

The European Youth Parliament,

A. Recognising that Chinaisinvolved in Africato support its own economic growth and to gain
political influence,

B. Emphasising that pure capitalism is not the way to promote sustainable development,

Aware that Europe@ efforts should be focused on the people® interests and not those of corrupt
governments,

D. Further recognising education to be essential for Africato achieve sustainable and equitable
development through democracy,

E. Regretting that it isnot possible for all familiesin Africato send their children to school as a
result of their basic economic situation,

F.  Fully aarmed that developed countries are using the climate quota mechanism as an excuse for
polluting,

G. Convinced that it is necessary that these countries pollute less, to set an example to the less
developed countries,

1. Cadllsfor closer political and economic co-operation with Chinato strongly encourage them to
make use of local African workers and focus on human rights;

2. Declares that the people of each country own and should benefit from their country® natural
resources;

3. Demandsthat strict international regulations governing human rights, labour rights and
environmental obligations be established and strengthened, and applied to businesses investing in
Africa;

4. Urgesthe EU to contribute to the development of education systemsin Africain order to improve
accessibility to information which will promote democracy and ensure a skilled workforce;

5. Strongly recommends that support be provided to those in Africafighting for democracy;

6. Determinesthat education be availableto al, irrespective of gender or economic situation;



10.

11.

12.

Reqguests the EU increase their assistance to African states enabling them to build the capability to
improve their infrastructure, including schools, vaccination programmes and environmental ly-
friendly transport;

Further requests the UN establish aforum for co-operation & communication between African
countries and the multinational companies investing in them;

Strongly urges the EU to lower the subsidies given to products in the EU, to lower tariffs on
imports from Africaand to encourage African countries to protect their markets with tariff
barriers against imports;

Further recommends the creation of an international NGO that will promote labour rights, in part
by educating and providing information;

Supports lower taxes on environmentally-friendly industries and higher taxes on polluting
industries;

Invites developed countries to subsidise the export of green technologies to Africato help them
develop in a sustainable way.



